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2001 August 30,1901 

Smallpox in Woodstock, New Brunswick, and Maine. 

"Woodstock, New Brunswick, August 2, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor of reporting an outbreak of smallpox in this 
district, there being probably from 60 to 80 cases of a mild form, with 
many exposures in a district beginning about 5 miles west of here, and 
extending about 20 miles northwesterly in this Province and into 
Aroostook County, Me., at Monticello, Littleton, and that immediate 
section. 

Strict quarantine has been established, but on account of many 
exposures it is not yet known when the disease will be under control. 
Eespectfully, Prank C. Denison, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

Colombia. 

Report from Bocas del Toro — Fruit port. 

Bocas del Toro, Colombia, August 1£, 1901. 

Sir : I have to make the following report of the conditions and trans- 
actions at this port during the week ended August 13, 1901 : 

Population according to census, not obtainable; present officially 

estimated population, , . Number of cases and deaths from 

yellow fever during the week, cases, 1 ; deaths, none ; number of cases 
and deaths from smallpox during the week, none ; number of cases and 
deaths from typhus fever during the week, none ; number of cases and 
deaths from cholera during the week, none ; number of cases and deaths 
from plague during the week, none; number of deaths from other 
causes during the week, 2. Prevailing diseases, malarial fever and 
yellow fever as stated. Of the 2 deaths for the week 1 is rumored as 
tuberculosis, the other as throat trouble. I have no means of finding 
out the actual cause. General sanitary condition of this port and the 
surrounding country during the week was : Prom the laity I learn of 
much malarial fever, but seemingly of a mild type, otherwise, condi- 
tions remain unchanged. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels : August 7, steam- 
ship Foxhall ; crew, 26 ; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in 
transit, none ; pieces of baggage disinfected, none ; steamship Simon 
Dumois; crew, 16 ; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, 
none ; pieces of baggage disinfected, none. August 11, steamship Har- 
old; crew, 19; passengers from this port, none; passengers in transit, 
none ; pieces of baggage disinfected, none. 

Eespectfully, Paul Osterhout, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

The mosquito and yellow fever at Bocas del Toro. 

Bocas del Toro, Colombia, August 10, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Bureau letter (McE. ), 
dated July 16, 1901, requesting information concerning the probability 
of transmission of yellow-fever infection by the mosquito. 

It has been impossible to make any positive observations at this port 
in reference to this matter. The cases of yellow fever which occurred 
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last year and this year have not all been confined to the same building, 
or even to the same neighborhood ; nor can I say that an epidemic of 
the disease has existed. There are many people who deny the existence 
of the disease (this includes some of the native practitioners of medi- 
cine); therefore, I am led to believe that cases have existed and not 
been reported. 

Most of the cases seen by me were protected by mosquito netting, but 
during the day, owing to the heat and oppression, they said that they 
had to have the netting raised, preferring to have a few bites of the 
mosquito rather than to be denied the comfort they felt by removing 
the net. 

The first ease of yellow fever that came under my observation in 1900, 
July 15, was several hundred yards from my residence ; the next person 
attacked was my wife, on July 18, 1900. I cared for her and no doubt 
was bitten by mosquitoes, but did not become ill until August 16, 1900. 

The premises were thoroughly disinfected under the direction of 
Dr. Allen Jumel, Jr., medical representative Louisiana State board of 
health. In the latter part of October, Dr. W. A. Blackburn (dentist) 
and wife came into our house to stay, and his wife was taken ill with 
yellow fever November 3. He cared for his wife during the time, and 
I am sure that he was bitten by the mosquitoes, and until the present 
time has not been ill with yellow fever. 

During the present year there were no known cases of the disease 
from the early part of February until June 23. The case that occurred 
on the latter date was in the hospital of the United Fruit Company, and 
I am sure that all the beds were not furnished with nets ; in this case it 
would be hard to tell whether the subsequent cases that occurred in the 
town in individuals who had visited the institution (distant 2J miles), 
were from contact or from inoculation by the mosquitoes. 

Another case that I observed (Mrs> Bead), was attended by her hus- 
band, as a nurse was not obtainable, was taken ill about July 4, was 
very much annoyed by mosquitoes, and no doubt both of them were 
bitten during her illness ; to the present time the husband has shown 
no symptoms of the disease ; however, he tells me that he suffered a 
severe malaise for about three days during her sickness. He did not 
mention it to me at the time. 

Under the present conditions I find it very difficult to arrive at any 
definite conclusions, or to make any satisfactory investigations. 
Bespectfully, Faux Osterhotjt, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

OOSTA RIGA. 

Reports from Port Limon — Fruit port. 

Port Limon, Costa Eica, August 10, 1901. 

Sir : I have to make the following report of the conditions and trans- 
actions at this port during the week ended August 10, 1901 : 

Present estimated population, 4, 000. Number of cases and deaths from 
yellow fever during the week, cases, 4 ; deaths, 2 ; number of cases and 
deaths from smallpox during the week, none ; number of cases and deaths 
from typhus fever during the week, none ; number of cases and deaths 
from cholera during the week, none ; number of cases and deaths from 
plague during the week, none ; number of deaths from other causes dur- 



